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Don’t take this the wrong way, reader, 
but you have a weird way of thinking. 
Laura Spinney explains

Who’s the 
oddball? 

I
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” WEIRD people tend to think about nature 
in terms of basic life-forms rather than 
generic ones. They see trees rather than 
elms, beeches and oaks”
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Egocentric, me?

Once upon a time, psychologists thought 
it was safe to assume that fundamental 
aspects of human brain function, such 
as visual perception, were hard-wired 
and common to everyone. Now we 
know that culture plays a big role in 
shaping our psychology (see main 
story). Nevertheless, there are still 
many big and important areas that, as 
far as we know, are common to every 
healthy human being. These include: 

Colour perception
Recognition of certain facial  
expressions of emotion, such  
as fear and disgust
An approximate number sense  
for estimating quantities
A theory of mind: the recognition  
that other people have their own  
thoughts, beliefs and intentions  
which guide their actions – although  
the age at which this ability  
emerges varies between cultures
Mate selection: men in both 
industrialised and non-industrialised  
societies prefer a female waist-to- 
hip ratio of 0.7, as embodied by the 
likes of Naomi Campbell

EVERYBODY’S DOING IT
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Laura Spinney is a writer based in Lausanne, 
SwitzerlandM
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” WEIRD culture is so far removed from the social   
setting in which our species evolved that we should 
expect to be the oddities”

People from traditional 
cultures  have a more 

typical way of thinking


